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Investing to shape our future

HORIZON EUROPE



While benefiting from world-class research and strong 

industries… Our knowledge and skills are our main resources

…Europe can do better at 

transforming this into leadership in 

innovation and entrepreneurship

EU figure is for 2019

Figures for USA, Japan, China and South Korea 

are for 2018. Figures represent R&D as % of GDP

6% of the world's

population

17% of global R&D

25% of all high-quality

scientific publications

1.5% EU business 

R&D investment
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* The European Institute of Innovation & Technology (EIT) is not part of the Specific Programme

HORIZON EUROPE

SPECIFIC PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTING HORIZON EUROPE & EIT*

Exclusive focus on civil applications

WIDENING PARTICIPATION AND STRENGTHENING THE EUROPEAN RESEARCH AREA

Reforming & Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation & spreading excellence

Pillar I
EXCELLENT SCIENCE

European Research Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie

Research Infrastructures

Pillar III
INNOVATIVE EUROPE

European Innovation 

Council

European Innovation 

Ecosystems

European Institute of 

Innovation & Technology*

Pillar II
GLOBAL CHALLENGES & 

EUROPEAN INDUSTRIAL 

COMPETITIVENESS

• Health

• Culture, Creativity & 

Inclusive Society 

• Civil Security for Society

• Digital, Industry & Space

• Climate, Energy & Mobility

• Food, Bioeconomy, Natural 

Resources, Agriculture & 

Environment

C
lu

s
te

rs

Joint Research Centre
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Political agreement December 2020
€ billion in current prices

25.0

53.5

13.6

3.4

Excellent Science

Global challenges and European ind. comp.

Innovative Europe

Widening Part and ERA

Horizon Europe Budget: €95.5 billion (2021-2027)
(including €5.4 billion from NGEU – Next Generation Europe – programme of 

EU for Recovery from COVID-19 crisis)

35 % of the expenditure to contribute 

to climate objectives5



Lessons Learned
from Horizon 2020 Interim Evaluation

Key Novelties
in Horizon Europe

European Innovation Council

EU Missions

New approach to partnerships

Open science policy

Spreading Excellence

Support breakthrough innovation

Create more impact through mission-

orientation and citizens' involvement

Strengthen international cooperation

Reinforce openness

Rationalise partnerships’ landscape

Encourage participation 

Extended association possibilities

Strategic planning process6



EU Missions

• Adaptation to Climate Change: support at least 150 European regions and communities to 

become climate resilient by 2030

• Cancer: working with Europe's Beating Cancer Plan to improve the lives of more than 3 million 

people by 2030 through prevention, cure and solutions to live longer and better

• Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030

• 100 Climate-Neutral and Smart Cities by 2030

• A Soil Deal for Europe: 100 living labs and lighthouses to lead the transition towards healthy 

soils by 2030
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Budget: EUR 584.43 million in 2023. The WP 23-24 will be amended in Q1 2024.



Partnerships
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 The Greek Recovery and Resilience Plan has the key objectives to increase public and private 

investment in research and development (R&D), reinforce the links between science and businesses, 

and develop a pioneering R&D infrastructure, with a view to improving Greece’s research and 

innovation performance.

 Estimated amount of RRF funds allocated to R&I: EUR 1,21 bn (i.e. about 4% of the RRP) included in 

the relevant components: 3.2, 4.5, 4.7. 

 Greece has allocated more than EUR 1 billion [1078 million] for Research and Innovation in its 

Cohesion Programmes. This amounts to approx. 13 % of the relevant programmes. 

 R&I funding is mainly delivered under the ERDF through the national Competitiveness & Innovation 

programme with EUR 676 million, while the national Just Transition Fund (JTF) programme has 139 

million for R&I. There is also some ERDF R&I funding in the regional programmes with nearly EUR 20 

million [19.9] in the Crete programme (5.7 %).

R&D investments: 
Greek Recovery and Resilience Plan and Cohesion 

programmes
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Synergies

 Strengthening synergies between R&I-related programmes and policies is a top horizontal priority of EU 

research and innovation policy-making. The ultimate aim is to mobilise under-exploited R&I potential 

across the EU, to improve access to excellence, to boost the overall impact of R&I spending and 

thereby to contribute to the transformative EU agenda.

 Besides from Horizon Europe, key support for R&I investments comes from R&I-oriented cohesion 

policy programmes and the Recovery and Resilience plans. Other relevant programmes are listed in 

Annex IV of Horizon Europe regulation. Among these other Union programmes, the new Cohesion 

Policy programmes are key EU funding programmes supporting R&I investment. 

 Synergies (Horizon Europe, Missions, European Partnerships, Seal of Excellence) and ERA are mainly 

addressed in the Greek Partnership Agreement.

 Greece has also exploited the opportunity of creating synergies between Horizon Europe and its RRP, 

where it includes an investment of EUR 10 million for the participation in two European partnerships -

Euro-HPC (High Performance Computing) and Key Digital Technologies. In addition, Greece will use 

RRF funds for Greek companies awarded a Seal of Excellence Accelerator for EUR 18 million. 
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Work Programme 2023-2024 in a nutshell

 Total budget ca. €13.5 billion for research and innovation (R&I)

 Support to the green and digital transitions:
 climate objectives and biodiversity

 digital transition in a wide range of sectors and core digital technologies

 Investment in EU’s safety, security and resilience:
 recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic

 clean energy transition and reducing energy dependency

 pandemic preparedness

 fighting physical and cyber threats

 Targeted support for Ukraine
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 Open to the World: any consortium can include international partner(s) for 

almost all topics

 22% of topics specifically encourage International Cooperation

 Africa initiative/ Mediterranean initiative/ China flagships

 Balance openness with safeguarding European strategic autonomy and 

assets (Article 22.5 of HE Regulation): 31 topics restrict participation

International Cooperation in the Work Programme 2023-2024
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Which are my opportunities: 

Funding & tenders (europa.eu) Watch all info days for the Work 

Programme 2023/24 online: 

https://research-innovation-

community.ec.europa.eu/events

13

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events
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Performance of Greece in HE priority areas

The top priority areas in the HE budget going to Greece are Digital, Industry and Space (EUR 239.0 million) 

and Climate, Energy and Mobility (EUR 133.5 million);



Country profile Greece – FP7, H2020, HE
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-dashboard
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-dashboard


Profile of participation - Crete
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-dashboard
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-dashboard


Country profile Greece – HE
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-dashboard
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-dashboard
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• Open until 23 February 2023

• Opportunity to share views on the performance of Horizon 2020 and Horizon 

Europe, as well as shaping the strategic orientations for the Horizon Europe 

Strategic Plan 2025-2027

• Access

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-

innovation-news/now-open-largest-public-consultation-ever-held-past-

present-and-future-european-research-and-2022-12-01_en

Public consultation on the “past, present & future 
of the European R&I programmes 2014-2027”
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https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/now-open-largest-public-consultation-ever-held-past-present-and-future-european-research-and-2022-12-01_en


A new vision for the European Research Area (ERA)

What is the new ERA?

What are the objectives of the new ERA?

Prioritise
investments in 
research and
innovation

Boost market
uptake

Widening: Improve 
access to excellence

Strengthen the mobility
of researchers and free
flow of knowledge and
technology21



European Research Area 2020 - 2022

2020 26 November 2021

Commission 
Communication “A new 
ERA for Research and 
Innovation”, September

Council Recommendation 
on a “Pact for Research 
and Innovation in 
Europe” 

1) Principles for R&I in 
Europe

2) Priority areas for ERA 
joint actions

3) Investments and 
reforms

4) Simplified policy 
coordination

2022

Establishment of the 
new ERA Forum 
(Member States and
European Commission
Representatives) to
implement the actions of 
the ERA Policy Agenda
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ERA Policy Agenda: 20 actions along four priority areas

DEEPENING A TRULY FUNCTIONING 
INTERNAL MARKET FOR KNOWLEDGE

1. Open sharing of knowledge, incl. EOSC

2. Data legislation fit for research

3. Reform of research assessment

4. Strengthen research careers

5. Gender equality and inclusiveness

6. Protect academic freedom

7. Better knowledge valorisation

8. Research infrastructures

9. International cooperation, reciprocity

TOGETHER FOR TWIN GREEN AND DIGITAL 
TRANSITION, AND INCREASING SOCIETY’S 

PARTICIPATION IN THE ERA

10. R&I Missions and Partnerships for ERA

11. Green energy transformation

12. Transition of industrial ecosystems

13. Empower higher education institutions

14. Bring science closer to society

AMPLIFYING ACCESS TO RESEARCH AND 
INNOVATION EXCELLENCE ACROSS THE 

UNION

15. Regional and national R&I ecosystems

16. EU-wide access to excellence

17. Strategic capacity of public RPOs

ADVANCING CONCERTED R&I INVESTMENTS 
AND REFORMS

18. Coordination national support for ERA

19. ERA monitoring mechanism

20. Prioritisation and coordination of R&I 
investments and reforms
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• At least 14 MS have
committed to 16 actions.

• Actions 17 and 20 have
not yet reached the 
threshold. 

Member States‘ commitment per action
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New European Innovation Agenda: 
Leading the new wave of deep tech innovation

Innovation and particularly deep tech innovation 
is an answer to:

Improve Europe’s competitiveness

Contribute to the green and digital 
transition

Narrow the innovation divide

Reinforce Europe’s open strategic 
autonomy
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The five flagship areas of the NEIA

Accelerating and 

strengthening innovation 

ecosystems across the 

EU and addressing the 

innovation divide

Funding for deep tech 

scale-ups

Improving policy-

making tools

Fostering, attracting and 

retaining deep tech 

talent

Enabling deep tech innovation 

through experimentation 

spaces and public 

procurement
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Coalition of the Willing

• The Coalition of the Willing was officially created on 6 July 2022 

• The objective of the group is to work together with the Commission and to 

provide feedback on the actions under the new European Innovation Agenda

• Commission groups together with innovative companies, innovative local 

authorities and innovative universities

• 21 initiatives under flagship 3 & 19 initiatives under flagship 4

Initiatives – Coalition of the Willing – New European Innovation Agenda28

https://www.coalitionofthewilling.eu/?page_id=158


Coalition of the Willing

We invite you to join the Coalition of the Willing and work together with us in 

the implementation of the new European Innovation Agenda
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Thank you!

A new ERA for Research and Innovation

# HorizonEU

Coalition of the Willing 

New European Innovation Agenda

http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe

Funding & tender opportunities

Public consultation European R&I programmes 2014-2027

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2020%3A628%3AFIN
https://www.coalitionofthewilling.eu/
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/strategy/support-policy-making/shaping-eu-research-and-innovation-policy/new-european-innovation-agenda_en
http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/now-open-largest-public-consultation-ever-held-past-present-and-future-european-research-and-2022-12-01_en

